
Subject: Dolly Parton and the Two Commandments
From: "Erick-Woods Erickson " <ewerickson@substack.com>
Date: 8/26/2026, 4:40 AM

Forwarded this email? Subscribe here for more

The Erick Erickson Show is live weekdays 12pm to 3pm eastern. You can listen live

every day at ErickErickson.com. Thanks for subscribing.

Dolly Parton and the Two
Commandments
ERICK-WOODS ERICKSON

AUG 26

READ IN APP

https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ld2VyaWNrc29uLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZW1haWwtc3Vic2NyaWJlJnI9NDcxYjQmbmV4dD1odHRwcyUzQSUyRiUyRmV3ZXJpY2tzb24uc3Vic3RhY2suY29tJTJGcCUyRmRvbGx5LXBhcnRvbi1hbmQtdGhlLXR3by1jb21tYW5kbWVudHMiLCJwIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsInMiOjI3ODQzLCJmIjpmYWxzZSwidSI6NzA0Njc1MiwiaWF0IjoxNzg3NzQwODQxLCJleHAiOjIxMDMzMTY4NDEsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0wIiwic3ViIjoibGluay1yZWRpcmVjdCJ9.7nYtyAbtUCd4g-GNaVLegioYaluvcvxzipg65nI2pu8?
https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ld2VyaWNrc29uLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9zdWJzY3JpYmU_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249ZW1haWwtc3Vic2NyaWJlJnI9NDcxYjQmbmV4dD1odHRwcyUzQSUyRiUyRmV3ZXJpY2tzb24uc3Vic3RhY2suY29tJTJGcCUyRmRvbGx5LXBhcnRvbi1hbmQtdGhlLXR3by1jb21tYW5kbWVudHMiLCJwIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsInMiOjI3ODQzLCJmIjpmYWxzZSwidSI6NzA0Njc1MiwiaWF0IjoxNzg3NzQwODQxLCJleHAiOjIxMDMzMTY4NDEsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0wIiwic3ViIjoibGluay1yZWRpcmVjdCJ9.7nYtyAbtUCd4g-GNaVLegioYaluvcvxzipg65nI2pu8?
https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ld2VyaWNrc29uLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9wL2RvbGx5LXBhcnRvbi1hbmQtdGhlLXR3by1jb21tYW5kbWVudHM_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWVtYWlsLWhhbGYtcG9zdCZyPTQ3MWI0JnRva2VuPWV5SjFjMlZ5WDJsa0lqbzNNRFEyTnpVeUxDSndiM04wWDJsa0lqb3lNVEkzT1RVd056Y3NJbWxoZENJNk1UYzROemMwTURnME1Td2laWGh3SWpveE56a3dNek15T0RReExDSnBjM01pT2lKd2RXSXRNamM0TkRNaUxDSnpkV0lpT2lKd2IzTjBMWEpsWVdOMGFXOXVJbjAuMG83N3ptTE14VGxaMU80dU81WFh1b3dXUDktT2JYdTZvQW9EdEpFVWhjbyIsInAiOjIxMjc5NTA3NywicyI6Mjc4NDMsImYiOmZhbHNlLCJ1Ijo3MDQ2NzUyLCJpYXQiOjE3ODc3NDA4NDEsImV4cCI6MjEwMzMxNjg0MSwiaXNzIjoicHViLTAiLCJzdWIiOiJsaW5rLXJlZGlyZWN0In0.oPb4BxpKa87I6sVQ8fvaDuBaNyZy4OzRVdgnK0QCy8s?
https://substack.com/redirect/2/eyJlIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9ld2VyaWNrc29uLnN1YnN0YWNrLmNvbS9wL2RvbGx5LXBhcnRvbi1hbmQtdGhlLXR3by1jb21tYW5kbWVudHM_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPWVtYWlsLWhhbGYtcG9zdCZyPTQ3MWI0JnRva2VuPWV5SjFjMlZ5WDJsa0lqbzNNRFEyTnpVeUxDSndiM04wWDJsa0lqb3lNVEkzT1RVd056Y3NJbWxoZENJNk1UYzROemMwTURnME1Td2laWGh3SWpveE56a3dNek15T0RReExDSnBjM01pT2lKd2RXSXRNamM0TkRNaUxDSnpkV0lpT2lKd2IzTjBMWEpsWVdOMGFXOXVJbjAuMG83N3ptTE14VGxaMU80dU81WFh1b3dXUDktT2JYdTZvQW9EdEpFVWhjbyIsInAiOjIxMjc5NTA3NywicyI6Mjc4NDMsImYiOmZhbHNlLCJ1Ijo3MDQ2NzUyLCJpYXQiOjE3ODc3NDA4NDEsImV4cCI6MjEwMzMxNjg0MSwiaXNzIjoicHViLTAiLCJzdWIiOiJsaW5rLXJlZGlyZWN0In0.oPb4BxpKa87I6sVQ8fvaDuBaNyZy4OzRVdgnK0QCy8s?
https://substack.com/redirect/5b8eacf9-edbf-4dac-b15e-4d89ca13ea89?j=eyJ1IjoiNDcxYjQifQ.zQvISgFv7k6s-hUfasRNgIu5YyamfIGwE8P6COuThN0
https://substack.com/redirect/5b8eacf9-edbf-4dac-b15e-4d89ca13ea89?j=eyJ1IjoiNDcxYjQifQ.zQvISgFv7k6s-hUfasRNgIu5YyamfIGwE8P6COuThN0
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=471b4&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=471b4&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=471b4&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=post-email-title&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=false&r=471b4&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco
https://substack.com/@ewerickson
https://substack.com/@ewerickson
https://substack.com/@ewerickson
https://substack.com/@ewerickson
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=substack&isFreemail=false&submitLike=true&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsInJlYWN0aW9uIjoi4p2kIiwiaWF0IjoxNzg3NzQwODQxLCJleHAiOjE3OTAzMzI4NDEsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0yNzg0MyIsInN1YiI6InJlYWN0aW9uIn0.EHuKQ0HijsrmPAge5wb8Zz3ives5qFes_obNjhySAQA&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-reaction&r=471b4
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=substack&isFreemail=false&submitLike=true&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsInJlYWN0aW9uIjoi4p2kIiwiaWF0IjoxNzg3NzQwODQxLCJleHAiOjE3OTAzMzI4NDEsImlzcyI6InB1Yi0yNzg0MyIsInN1YiI6InJlYWN0aW9uIn0.EHuKQ0HijsrmPAge5wb8Zz3ives5qFes_obNjhySAQA&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-reaction&r=471b4
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&isFreemail=false&comments=true&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco&r=471b4&utm_campaign=email-half-magic-comments&action=post-comment&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&isFreemail=false&comments=true&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco&r=471b4&utm_campaign=email-half-magic-comments&action=post-comment&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&action=share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=false&r=471b4&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco
https://substack.com/app-link/post?publication_id=27843&post_id=212795077&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&utm_campaign=email-share&action=share&triggerShare=true&isFreemail=false&r=471b4&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco
https://open.substack.com/pub/ewerickson/p/dolly-parton-and-the-two-commandments?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-restack-comment&action=restack-comment&r=471b4&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://open.substack.com/pub/ewerickson/p/dolly-parton-and-the-two-commandments?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-restack-comment&action=restack-comment&r=471b4&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjo3MDQ2NzUyLCJwb3N0X2lkIjoyMTI3OTUwNzcsImlhdCI6MTc4Nzc0MDg0MSwiZXhwIjoxNzkwMzMyODQxLCJpc3MiOiJwdWItMjc4NDMiLCJzdWIiOiJwb3N0LXJlYWN0aW9uIn0.0o77zmLMxTlZ1O4uO5XXuowWP9-ObXu6oAoDtJEUhco&utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://open.substack.com/pub/ewerickson/p/dolly-parton-and-the-two-commandments?utm_source=email&redirect=app-store-no-desktop&inbox=true&utm_campaign=email-read-in-app
https://open.substack.com/pub/ewerickson/p/dolly-parton-and-the-two-commandments?utm_source=email&redirect=app-store-no-desktop&inbox=true&utm_campaign=email-read-in-app
https://open.substack.com/pub/ewerickson/p/dolly-parton-and-the-two-commandments?utm_source=email&redirect=app-store-no-desktop&inbox=true&utm_campaign=email-read-in-app
https://open.substack.com/pub/ewerickson/p/dolly-parton-and-the-two-commandments?utm_source=email&redirect=app-store-no-desktop&inbox=true&utm_campaign=email-read-in-app
https://substack.com/redirect/d4e9bedd-1b48-4081-968c-d097c8f2c8be?j=eyJ1IjoiNDcxYjQifQ.zQvISgFv7k6s-hUfasRNgIu5YyamfIGwE8P6COuThN0
https://substack.com/redirect/d4e9bedd-1b48-4081-968c-d097c8f2c8be?j=eyJ1IjoiNDcxYjQifQ.zQvISgFv7k6s-hUfasRNgIu5YyamfIGwE8P6COuThN0


Dolly Parton is one of the last Americans truly loved by people across the ever

increasingly divided tribal American landscape.

I do not know what her spiritual condi�on was when she died. She grew up in the

church, has openly talked about her spiritual dri�, what became a communal

spiritualism, and, towards the end of her life, waking up at 4 am every day, ge�ng

on her knees, and having heart-to-hearts with Jesus.

What her actual views were, I do not know.

What I know is that when our Lord was asked what the greatest of the

commandments was, Jesus summed up the ten commandments thusly:

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our

God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your

soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love

your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” Mark

12:29-31 (ESV)

I cannot speak to Dolly Parton and the first of these. That is between her and God.

We can all speak to the second commandment.

Dolly Parton, for years, has donated band uniforms to poor, majority-black schools

across the South with no public credit or recogni�on. She has provided books for

children because her father was illiterate. She rebuilt homes and she rebuilt

churches. She built and upgraded hospitals in poor communi�es. She provided jobs

and opportuni�es for the poor.

She did not demand that the government do it. She used her wealth to do it.

Dolly Parton did not care if you were gay or trans or straight or white or black or

Republican or Democrat. She loved her neighbor as herself.

Today, par�sans of the Le� insist one cannot love their neighbor without affirming
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their sins. Par�sans of the Right insist one cannot love their neighbor without

denouncing their sins. A growing number of people on both sides of the poli�cal

spectrum believe they cannot love their neighbors who are different, poli�cally or

otherwise. Some relish ha�ng their neighbors and find ways to jus�fy it.

A growing number of Chris�ans in America think basic empathy, i.e., understanding

another person’s lot in life, is a bridge too far. Others insist that one cannot embrace

an understanding of loving one’s neighbor without compromising principled beliefs.

A growing number of online par�sans in the church believe if one is too friendly or

nice to those outside the church, that’s a sign of one’s compromise of belief and

infidelity to scripture.

All I know is if we had more people willing to love their neighbors like Dolly Parton

did, not wai�ng on the government to act or insis�ng others affirm their values first,

we’d be a lot be�er off.

Loving your neighbor comes with no carve outs, excep�ons, provisos, caveats,

footnotes, or endnotes. It is not always easy. Some�mes the neighbor refuses your

kindness unless you affirm their sins, which is, in itself, not loving the person.

Some�mes, despite how hard you try, you will be rejected.

But, if nothing else, the affec�on we see being poured out for Dolly Parton as the

sun rises this morning is a reminder that “The second [commandment] is this: ‘Love

your neighbor as yourself.’” She loved her neighbors and did not need or want the

praise of others. It was not performance, but commitment to the second of the two

great commandments.

Ten years ago, NPR invited Dolly Parton to an interview in Washington, D.C. They put

her up in the Ritz Carlton. Her management called NPR and told them that Dolly was

not comfortable in a Ritz. She’d prefer a Courtyard by Marrio�. When Hurricane

Helene blew homes off the sides of mountains in Appalachia, Dolly Parton did not

wait for FEMA. She wrote checks and provided support. Dolly Parton was rich before

she was wealthy. She died not a billionaire, only because of how much she gave to

others.

In a world of increasing anger, despair, and hatred of our neighbors, we could all

stand to be more like Dolly Parton. That does not mean we should abandon



convic�ons, faith, or values, or cross from empathy to suicidal empathy.

But it does mean remembering that loving your neighbor has no excep�ons and it is

a personal, not a corporate, obliga�on.

Dolly Rebecca Parton Dean, born January 19, 1946, has gone to stand before the

Lord our God, who raised her from the dust of the earth and s�tched her together in

her mother’s womb and knew her before �me itself began. Requiescat in pace.
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